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Controversy
behind new
defensive
coach hiring
By Jovanni Arroyo-Camberos & Kavin Mistry
Executive editor & Executive producer
The new defensive coordinator, hired by San Jose State
University, was fired as head coach of the Eastern Michigan
University (EMU) football team by Interim President Sue
Martin when she was the President of EMU in 2013 after a locker
room video of him saying a homophobic slur was released.
Ron English has already been introduced to the team as the
new defensive coordinator, he will take over for Greg Robinson,
who retired after the Spartans bowl game on Dec.19.
“As President at Eastern Michigan University, I hired Ron
English to lead the football program.” Martin said. “In
November 2013, I fired him.”
Martin’s decision to fire English was peculiar because,
typically, in college sports the athletic director is responsible
for hiring and firing the athletic staff.
English was fired less than 24 hours before EMU’s rivalry
game against Western Michigan, after The Detroit News
revealed that school officials had obtained a tape of English’s
tirade from late October 2015.
In the video, English went on using inappropriate language
toward his players, including the phrase “I don’t have respect
for you little q----a-- b----, because that’s what you are.”
English subsequently apologized right after his firing and has
not coached since.
“I think he’s paid a dear price, not one year, but two years
sitting out of his profession so he’s kind of been held out of the
profession that he’s so good and has risen so far,” said SJSU head
coach Ron Caragher.
Caragher is well aware of English’s history, but believes
that he has grown from the incident and has outstanding
coaching abilities.
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No hearings for
Supreme Court
Nominees
By Rebecca Pirayou
Staff writer
With the passing of Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia,
a seat has become vacant in the Supreme Court and incited
much controversy this election year.
According to the New York Times, the Senate Republicans
announced that they will not hold hearings for any of President
Barack Obama’s selections.
Scalia’s political affiliation was Republican, making him
the fifth Republican among the nine justices and keeping
the Supreme Court leaning more towards the right.
Mary Currin-Percival, a political science professor, said that
Scalia’s passing will cause controversy in the appointment of
a new justice, considering it is election year and a Republican
could potentially take office.
The Senate is mostly right-wing at this point; therefore, they
would want the newly-appointed justice to be Republican
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Vasuki Rao| Spartan Daily
The Black Campus Ministries and Black Student Union gathered in front of the Tommie Smith
and John Carlos statue Tuesday evening for poetry, music and spoken word to commemorate
the deeds and accomplishments of black people who have deceased that were symbols for
fighting for equal rights and opportunity.
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Heat returning to dry
February after showers
Tony Nunez
Staff writer
Several San Jose State students
felt the wrath of Mother Nature
last week, as scattered showers hit
the Silicon Valley campus and the
greater Bay Area.
The rain, which started Wednesday
evening and ran into Thursday
afternoon, delivered more than an
inch of rain to some areas along
the bay, according to the National
Weather Service.
San Jose, however, only saw 0.26
inches of rain, while San Francisco
got a good soaking with 0.67 inches.
Oakland received 0.35 inches.
The short storm was just a drop in
the bucket of a, so far, dry February.
According to the National Weather
Service, San Jose is only at 15 percent
of its monthly average total with 0.31
inches through the first three weeks
of the month.
The unexpected storms, which
include
reported
lightning
strikes along The Bay Area, left
some out for a drenching.
Junior athletic training major
Cylndel Campos said he did not
anticipate it to rain Wednesday
evening when he started his walk to
school for an event on campus.
He did not bring along an
umbrella after taking a look outside
his window just a few blocks from
SJSU. Turned out he made the
wrong decision.

“It was raining crazy so I had
to run all the way to my event,”
Camposo said.
Thursday evening was a different
story, however.
By noon, the rain around the
Silicon Valley had dissipated and the
sun was back in full force.
Temperatures reached within
60 degrees the rest of the day, still
a long shot from the near record
high’s earlier in the week — it was 76
degrees in San Jose on Monday.
Though San Jose and The Bay
Area have had a dismal showing for
February, both are on track to meet
their annual rainfall totals. San Jose
is at 93 percent of its normal annual
rainfall totals at 9.1 inches, according
to the National Weather Service.
Bob Benjamin, a forecaster with
the weather service, said the earlier
El Nino rains of December and
January helped San Jose inch closer
to its annual totals and that last
week’s rain was not directly tied to
the tropical storm. He added that the
area has not seen the last of El Nino.
“There’s still the potential of
a few more El Nino showers,”
Benjamin said, adding that the
remaining El Nino showers could
stretch into March.
According to Benjamin, a highpressure weather system, which
showed around the time of the Super

Bowl, has led to the hot temperatures.
The heat is expected to stay this
week. The weather service predicts
temperatures to rocket into the high
70 degree range.
Junior athletic training major
Randy Baker hopes that the heat
will stick.
On Wednesday he was also not
ready for the precipitation and felt
the brunt of it.
“I brought a jacket but I didn’t have
the right shoes or pants on,” Baker
said. “I got really soaked.”
Another reason Baker dislikes
the rain is the effect it has on his
morning commute. A usual 10
minute drive to SJSU nearly doubles
when the streets are slippery and the
windshield wipers are swiping.
“When the rain comes people
can’t drive anymore all of a
sudden,” Baker said. “I don’t
understand why.”
Baker said he knows the rain is
important because of the ongoing
drought, but he’s loving the
current weather.
Though the rain did help fight the
drought, Benjamin said it only made
a small dent.
Rainfall is only one of the ways
to judge the state’s recovery from
the drought. Snowpack and water
conservation methods are also key.
According to the California
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Work compilation made easy with Portfolium
Tyler Kittle
Staff writer
The SJSU Career Center introduced
Portfolium as San Jose State’s ePortfolio
service for current students and graduates
this semester.
Portfolium is an ePortfolio service
designed for students who want to show
the work they’ve done in school and past
jobs to people who are interested, such as
potential employers, as well as connecting
people with other students.
Every student should have received an
email about Portfolium before the spring
semester began. However, some students
have not used it.
“I’ve never actually opened the
[Portfolium] app or used it at all,”
said Audrey Reyes, a junior child and
adolescent development major. “I [got the
email], I kinda read through it, but I just
haven’t had the chance. I didn’t see a big
priority to do it yet.”
“I got the email, and it said I had to
download it, so I just downloaded it and
set it up, but I haven’t posted anything to
it,” said Faranaz Zazai, a junior behavioral
science major.
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coaching abilities.
“I support the decision by Coach
Caragher and Athletic Director Bleymaier
to bring Ron aboard as defensive
coordinator,” Martin said.
Before hiring English, Caragher
consulted with Martin about English
being hired and it had a strong impact on
his decision.
“I did reach out to her and she, like me,
was impressed with Ron as a coach, as a
professional,” Caragher said. “There was
an agreement that there was a mistake, she
spoke highly of him outside of making a
mistake and the mistake cost him his job.”
Caragher said he looked at four things in

According to Portfolium’s website,
Portfolium was launched by Adam
Markowitz who was inspired from a need
to show others his work, rather than a list
of his college classes and overall GPA.
“Portfolium is where you prove
everything you’d put on your resume or
LinkedIn profi le by quickly and easily
uploading your proudest work and projects
from inside and outside of the classroom,”
said Adam Markowitz, Chief Executive
Officer of Portfolium Inc. “A sample of
your work says more than any bullet point
or endorsement ever could.”
Portfolium mixes social media with a
portfolio, allowing students to connect with
other students, and allows others to see what
sort of work you have done in the past.
Portfolium is different from other
services such as LinkedIn in that it allows
you to show your whole work, instead of
just a few small excerpts.
Others can even download your work.
“LinkedIn is more of a networking tool,
while Portfolium is an online portfolio
tool allowing students to showcase

his search for a new defensive coordinator:
high character, good understanding of the
game, enthusiasm for the game and the
ability to get players to execute at a high level.
Caragher has known English for 22 years
before hiring him. They crossed paths
during their coaching careers at combines
and football games.
“I know that since his dismissal Ron
has committed himself to serious selfreflection,” Martin said. “He understands
the gravity of his prior mistakes and is
ready for this opportunity.”
English coached at EMU from 2009 to
2013, which included winning the MidAmerican Conference ‘Coach of the
Year’ in 2011, finishing the season 4-4 in
conference and 6-6 overall, which snapped
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their academic projects,” said Lynn
Chang, Interim Career Information and
Employment Specialist in Liberal Arts.
Even though Portfolium is a different
service, it can work in conjunction with
LinkedIn.
“A single portfolio entry on Portfolium
can include so much proof of learning
and ability, including photos, video, PDF,
presentations, docs...it can be tagged
with skills and hashtags, have a detailed
description, teammates tagged, feedback
from a professor, and more,” Markowitz
said. “Then this single, well-organized,
beautifully displayed entry can be
embedded onto LinkedIn.”
Portfolium’s setup is a combination of
Google Drive and Facebook.
When you upload projects to your
account, they show up on a grid, showing
thumbnails of your work.
When clicked on, other users will be able to
see the thumbnail up close, your description,
links you attached with it, and download the
full project so they can see it all.
Users can also assign hashtags to their
assignments, as well as fit projects to
certain categories so they are easier to find.
Portfolium also has a mobile app for

iPhone, and a mobile site for other devices,
such as Android.
Portfolium started in the CSU system
in individual universities, like San Diego
State and Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, then
transitioned to other universities in the
CSU system, with SJSU rolling it out for
the 2016 Spring semester.
“Portfolium and the Chancellor’s Office
held a webinar to introduce the agreement
and new resource to all CSU schools,”
Chang said. “Each school chose their own
time line to roll out Portfolium.”
According to a press release on PRWeb,
Portfolium signed a three-year contract with
the the CSU school system, allowing students
and alumni from all 23 CSU campuses to
use Portfolium, even after graduating.
Time will tell if SJSU’s students will
use Portfolium or not. For now students
already have an account made for them,
and just have to follow the link in the
emails to activate the account. Students
can also choose to make their own account
using their email, Facebook or LinkedIn
account.

a string of 15 consecutive losing seasons,
according to Emueagles.
Defensively, in 2008 EMU finished
eighth nationally in pass defense, 23rd in
scoring defense and 24th in total defense.
He holds an 11-36 overall record as a
college head coach.
“I think the challenges became formidable
and after that conference, Coach of the
Year (Ron) hit some tough sled in and then
from afar I knew something happened
there with the situation, but I knew Ron
and that was uncharacteristic of him,”
Caragher said.
Caragher had to be satisfied that Coach
English’s mistake was only a one time
exception before making him the new
defensive coordinator.
“We all make mistakes, coaches, we all say
things that we wish we could take back and
it’s a passionate game, you’re fired up, you’re
getting on your guys, ‘Cmon lets go lets
go lets go,’ you got to build a team to run
through a wall and sometimes things might
slip out and you regret it,” Caragher said.“I
think that’s what happened and as I talked
to Ron (he) felt like ‘I made a mistake and
I said something that was a mistake and I

wish I could take it back but I couldn’t’.”
Caragher said he does not think it was
necessary for English to be straightforward
with the players regarding his past the first
time he was introduced to the team.
“Over time it will come out...overtime
that will come up as a teachable moment,”
Caragher said. “I think that’s unfair to
label someone the first time you meet
someone, you put a negative connotation.
Everyone in the computer age can google
something, and they all probably know,
they read it, and they want to find out who
the new coordinator is.”
When asked whether or not there were
any concerns from the players, Caragher
said no, but instead the team is excited and
none of the potential negative feedback
have come up.
“This is an institution that is very
diverse and very open and very inclusive,”
Caragher said. “I think with the lesson
Ron learned that can help.”
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The good news is this year’s totals will
leave last year’s in the dust. The spring
snowpack on April 1 in 2015 was nonexistent, causing Governor Jerry Brown
to order California’s first-ever mandatory
statewide water restrictions.

Department of Water Resources (CDWR),
the Sierra Nevada snowpack was 115
percent of the historical average for the
date. The complete impact the snowpack
will not be clear until April 1, when the
CDWR officially measures the spring
snowpack.
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or extremely conservative so the
Republican Party has more influence in
the Supreme Court.
In a recent GOP debate, the majority of
the candidates suggested that President
Obama should not make the selection
since he will be leaving office in a year.
Regardless of what any candidate says or
believes, the decision is ultimately up to
the Senate and whether or not they will
approve the next justice.
According to the Federal Judicial Center,
when a justice dies, the President of the
United States can appoint someone they
see fit to fi ll the position and the candidate
must be approved by the U.S. Senate.
This selection process has no set time
limit; therefore, the Senate can take its
time approving a new justice if they do not
agree with them, or in this case until a new
president is elected.
Dr. James Brent, another political science
professor, said that the president decides
who they will select and then nominates
them. Then, the Senate Judiciary
Committee proceeds with hearings and
votes on whether or not the candidate is
qualified. After that decision is made, the
vote is taken to the entire Senate, ultimately
deciding if the president’s selection will be
instated as the next Supreme Court Justice.
Dr. Brent says that President Obama

Follow Tyler
on Twitter @tylerkittle426

With contributions from Daniel Reedy.
Follow Jovanni, Kavin & Daniel on Twitter
@Jovanniarroyo10, @kavinm95 &
@patrioticreedy

Follow Tony
on Twitter @tony_nunez

will most likely select a candidate and
the Senate will proceed with the process,
but they will ultimately reject it since the
candidate will most likely not align with
the Republican Senate’s standards.
While the Senate has the right to
deliberate, it creates some issues for the
Supreme Court itself.
“The Senate can do whatever it wants.
The problem, of course, is then they have
an eight-person court so you’d have a lot
of divided votes,” Dr. Brent said. And then
it just depends on who’s the next person to
retire or die.”
The court cannot function or hear cases if
there are less than six justices and though
it is unlikely that the Senate will take it that
far, there is still a possibility that another
Democrat will take office. explaining why
they are holding off on President Obama’s
appointments.
“The Republicans have to defend a lot
more seats than the Democrats do in this
election so there’s actually a pretty good
chance particularly if a Democrat wins the
presidency, then Democrats will also win
control of the Senate,” Dr. Brent said.
Whoever controls the Senate controls the
fate of the Supreme Court.

Follow Rebecca
on Twitter @chubecca17

2

A&E 7533

Thursday, January 28, 2016
Thursday,
January
28,28,
2016
Thursday,
January
2016
Wednesday, February 24, 2016

ARDROBE
DNESDAY
SUMMER FUN
Kylee Baird, Junior journalism major
Lipstick:

Whirl Lipstick, MAC $17

Shirt:

White Shirt, Hollister $30

Watch:

Olive Green Watch, Styles for less $16

Jeans:

Folded Jeans, Hollister $50

Backpack:

Navy Blue & White Backpack, Charlotte Russe $20

Sandals:

Arizona Sandals, BirkenStock $125

“It was very sunny today and I only have morning classes so I wanted to wear something cute.”

Lowkey and Warm
Jin Diep, Junior industrial design major

Shirt:

Jacket:

Brown Leather Jacket,, Forever 21 $40

Jeans:

Backpack:
p

Black V-Neck,, H&M $10

Navyy Blue Jeans,, H&M $40

Army/Navy
y/
y Little America Backpack,
p , Herschel $100

Shoes:

Nike Roshe One Hyperfuse
yp
, Nike $85

“I wanted something I can be comfortable in during the day and also warm enough for my late classes.”

Information gathered by Daphne Morales
Infographic by Adolfo Oseguera

ʻStreet Fighter Vʼ
switches up the tempo
REVIEW

By Yousif Kassab
Staff writer
After eight years, Capcom has updated
the venerable fighting game series with
“Street Fighter V.” The game has launched
in a borderline-incomplete form with
loads of missing content, but the engine at
the center is worth your time.
The game comes on the heels of news that
there are loads of content to be added later,
according to Gamespot. If you purchase
the game now, slim single-player offerings
include story modes for the 16 characters,
survival mode, and a middling online
multiplayer experience.
The paper-thin story mode plays out with
beautifully drawn cinematic stills and
passably written dialogue. Each one only
lasting about 10 minutes at most as you
plow through the brain-dead, artificially
intelligent opponents you come against.
Engadget reports a more robust story
mode will be added in June for free.
Survival mode can be fun in its own
right, but honestly, I have never clutched
a fighting game box in my hand with
thoughts of what stupid manifestation the
survival mode would take this time.
If you are trying to play “Street Fighter
V,” then you are trying to play against
others, having two ways to go about this.
Preferably, you have friends to play
against locally, subverting any chance the
game has of ruining your fun with shaky
online servers. The second is dreaded
online matchmaking which has already
seen issues since launch, Polygon reports.
If you are playing “Street Fighter” with
only online multiplayer in mind, you should
take some time and find some people in
your area willing to play with you.
In addition to playing host to numerous
missing modes, the game has also been
plagued with server issues. This means if you
played all of the story modes in one sitting
and are unable to play challenge mode
because they left it out until an update in
March, you will be stuck trying to get online.

These spots where the product falters are
just as much as Capcom’s fault as they indicate
the climate of video games now, where games
shipping incomplete is the status quo.
Now that we have dispensed with the
unpleasantries, let’s get to what actually
matters in the years to come.
It comes down to qualities that will
decide whether you will care about
“Street Fighter V” the way people loved
“Killer Instinct,” “Street Fighter 3rd
Strike,” “Super Smash Brothers Melee”
and “Marvel Versus Capcom 3.”
The simple answer is yes. The game
looks gorgeous and character models look
infinitely better than the gross, overstuffed
cartoon look “Street Fighter IV” had. The
tone is subtly more sleek and realistic and
the game’s overall style reaps the benefits.
Most importantly, the mechanics are
present and they are tight as you please.
The game tow’s the line perfectly between
familiar and fresh. The mechanics are similar
to “Street Fighter IV” and the strides the
developers made in that entry to make the
game slightly more accessible to newcomers.
The game shakes things up with the
V-system, which gives the player a “super”
mode for a limited time in addition to
adding a unique move to each character.
The developers have added a bit more
leeway as far as how quickly you need
to be inputting your commands, which
makes combos a bit easier.
All of these new features coalesce to
make the fighting system feel much
faster. Matches will be decided by concise
aggressiveness and much more quickly
than they seemed in “Street Fighter IV.”
Despite being skeletal due to all of the
missing content, the engine at the core of
this game is solid.

Follow Yousif on Twitter @youuuusif

ʻRaceʼ is a true homage
to Jesse Owensʼ life
REVIEW

By Melissa Hartman
Staff writer
All the years we sat learning about history,
we never learned about Jesse Owens. It
only seems appropriate that during Black
History Month, we acknowledge Owens
as a legend, a good man and a staunch
believer in defending everyone’s rights.
He was also a four-time gold medalist
in the 1936 Berlin Olympics, but the fi lm
“Race” shows us much more.
Set in 1933, “Race” opens in Cleveland,
Ohio where Owens (Stephan James) and
his family resided. We are introduced
to a clear financial deficit within his
community. Ruth (Shanice Banton) and
Gloria (Kayla Stewart and Yvanna-Rose
Leblanc), Owen’s future wife and daughter,
are clearly an integral part of his life.
The simplicity of a nice coat that Owens’
mother gives him before he leaves for Ohio
State University and the few dollars he
leaves for his father shows a true loyalty to
family, creating a layer of what could be lost
and motivate Owens for the rest of the film.
It also gives the audience an opportunity to
relate and empathize for him.
When Owens gets to Ohio State, it is far
from smooth sailing. The area of Columbus
did not accept ‘colored people’ in the 1930s,
and it is obvious from the locker room
scene with Ohio State’s football team.
The fact that Owens and his wife cannot
go through the main doors to his own
honorary dinner post-Olympics enhances
the blunt disapproval of ‘colored people’s’
equal rights. The outfits, the laughter and
light feelings that exist between Owens,
Ruth, Snyder and his date are crushed
when they get to the door and the guard
tells them the ‘colored people’ must go
through the back door, even though he
knows who Owens is.
Owens acknowledges that Germany will be
just the same, if not worse, and yet there is
not a primary focus on black discrimination.
Rather, a refreshing angle is taken that
involves both senses of the word “race,”
the limitations that Owens faced because
of his skin color, and the successes and
failures he finds on the track.
Playing a huge part in the film is Lawrence
Snyder, Owens’ track coach at
Ohio State, played by Jason
Sudeikis. While Snyder
clearly has a lot going
on in his personal life
(alcoholism, a split
from his wife and a
broken dream), he
still takes the time to
treat Owens not only like an equal,
but like a deserved friend.
There is a pivotal scene in the
film where Snyder reveals
that Owens had broken
his previous record at

the famous Ann Arbor meet in 1933.
You can see the admiration that Owens
and Snyder have for one another, something
that Owens’ daughters confirmed to the
New York Daily News. “I knew Larry
Snyder. He was like a part of the family. He
and my father maintained a relationship far
into the future,” Marlene Owens said.
Owens’ daughters were largely involved
in the script-writing and ensuring of
accuracy in the fi lm. Marlene Owens told
the Chicago Sun-Times that all of the
daughters had been working with director
Stephen Hopkins for five years. She was
thrilled to see the finished product.
A parallel to the acceptance of diversity and
skill of the Ohio State track team is the second
timeline of Avery Brundage (Jeremy Irons)
and the American Olympic Committee’s
dirty trades with the German officials.
According to the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, Brundage wrote in the
American Olympic Committee pamphlet,
“Fair Play for American Athletes”, that
American athletes should not become
involved in the present “Jew-Nazi altercation.”
The film illustrates that Joseph Goebbels
(Barnaby Metschurat) threatens to expose
Brundage when Goebbels tells him to remove
the Jewish runners from the 400-meter dash.
As history would reveal, Owens stepped
into the dash team to bring victory back to
the Jewish men who could not compete. It
was, essentially, a big middle finger to Nazi
Germany and the start to the ending that
everyone wanted. The fact that part of the
movie was shot on location in Berlin gives
a perfect representation of what it felt like
to be part of Owens’ world at that time.
A key factor that comes in at the end and
cannot be ignored is the depiction of Owens’
quick friendship with Carl “Luz” Long (David
Kross). No one says it better than Variety’s
Andrew Barker: “[The relationship between
Owens and Luz] allows the film to confront
the greatest irony of Owens’ story:
that he managed to so publicly
disprove Nazi ideals of Aryan
superiority while at the same
time representing a
country that was
hardly in the best
position to critique
them.”
There are many
things that can be
taken away from this
fi lm, but the bottom line
is there is always a story
waiting to be told. Plus, it is
possible for that story
not to be polluted
by Hollywood’s
style.

Follow Melissa on
Twitter
@melhartsyaa
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International House
Close to campus
U.S. & international students
Safe. Friendly. Homelike.
Intercultural experience.
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Complete the grid so that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9
inclusively.
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ACROSS
́ Carplike ﬁsh
́ Hired thugs
 Recipe meas.
 Primo rating
 Judging group
 Miscellaneous
medley
 Knocked out
 Crumble to the
sea, as shoreline
 Tiger’s rival,
sometimes
22 Cigarette
ingredient
23 “Good ___!” (praise
for a batter)
 “Yuck!”
 Org. of Wizards
and Warriors
 Lip-___ (mouth the
words)
32 Letters on an
ambulance
 Lightheaded?
 Have great respect
for
39 “___ on a true
story”
 Throwing a match,
in
the ring
 Iranian language
 Give, as blood
 Raises cattle
 Game, ___ and
match
 Cleaning cloths
 Drink
refresher

 Letters on a
tachometer
 Amniotic ___
 ’60s war zone,
informally
 Faunas’ kin
 What cats and rats
do?
 Give up
 Flue dirt
 Guided trips
  Bulb measure
 Identiﬁes
 “Forest and Dove”
painter Max
 Caustic materials
DOWN
́ Middies’
opponents
́ Hip appendage?
́ Like new clothes
on the rack
́ Assume a stooped
posture
́ Where IRS forms
are made
́ Small-boat mover
́ Not fooled by
́ 1960s jacket
eponym
́  Santa’s vehicle
 Hammer, for one
 Puritanical person
 What God says not
to do
 It may call the
kettle black
 Professional
payment

  Share an
apartment
 Bigfoot’s cousin
 Correct a
manuscript
 Buzzing insect
29 Stick in
 Stop
33 Lily family
members
 Four-time
Wimbledon champ
Rod
 Hard-luck area
 Currycombs comb
them
 Arboreal
amphibian
 Computer input or
output
 “Most Wanted” org.
 Rainbow, e.g.
 Elﬁsh one
  “As I was saying
...”
 Reproductive cell
 Runs a blast
furnace
 Bruce Wayne’s
home, for one
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Humanity is without a doubt
destroying the planet
Honey bees
are vital for
life on Earth
BY Tony Nunez
Staff writer
Buzz…buzz…buzz.
No, that is not your phone going off. It is the sound of honey
bees flying around your backyard barbecue during another
beautiful 70 degree day in the Silicon Valley.
Of course, they can be a nuisance to any party. They land
on every piece of food, they fall inside your soda and they will
most likely send your significant other running while screaming at the top of their lungs.
But before you strike down the miniature headache, think
about this: if the honey bees go, we go too.
The honey bee is a key cog in the planet’s ecosystem. Without them, most crops are never pollinated, fruits and vegetables never mature and
we do not survive.
According to One Green Planet, honey
bees helped produce around $19 billion
worth of crops in the United States alone in
2010 — the number is close to a third of the
nation’s total crops.
The loss of the honey bee is a scary thought, but it’s one
that is slowly becoming a reality.
Last year The Washington Post and the Associated Press
reported that more than 40 percent of honey bee hives died
from 2014 to 2015.
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
reported that 23.1 percent of honey bee colonies managed in
the States during the 2014-15 winter were lost, and annual
losses measured in at 42.1 percent.
In other words, honey bee colonies are failing at an
alarming rate.
Researchers in the agricultural field are dubbing the phenomenon, Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD) which exploded
during the middle of the past decade.
Many factors contribute to CCD and — surprise — human
interference is the greatest of them all.
Toxic chemicals in pesticides used for corn, soy and other
crops around the U.S. are the major culprits behind the
decline in honey bees. Studies by scientists at the University of
Maryland and U.S. Department of Agriculture have argued
that neonicotinoids, or systemic pesticides, have had a negative effect on bees, all of which are called “sublethal.”

Essentially, honey bees are exposed to the pesticides and are
not immediately killed, but their immune system is slowly
destroyed, leaving them susceptible to multiple parasites and
fungus they would normally fight off. There has also been
reported cases of pesticides affecting the honey bees’ physical
development and short-term and long-term memory.
In Europe, the Deformed Wing Virus (DWV) is spreading
quickly among bees.
First found in Asian
honey bees, DWV is
making its way west
because of — you
guessed it — humans.
The spread of the virus
is simple: one hive contracts DWV, beekeepers
transport that hive or
even specific queen bees
with DWV to other
regions with perfectly
healthy hives, and the
virus continues its rampage.
Last year, President Obama implemented the National
Strategy to Promote the Health of Honey Bees and Other
Pollinators. It outlines expanding public education and
outreach, increasing and improving pollinator habitat
and conducting research for further understand the
abnormality.
But is there enough being done to combat the
shrinking population?
I don’t think so.
A strategy will only do so much, but regulations on the amount of pesticides and better
beekeeping practices are what’s needed. The
studies are done, the research is solid and the time
to act is now.
Stop spraying dangerous amounts of pesticides onto flowers and crops where bees roam and stop moving honey bee
colonies to slaughter.
Education is great. Laws are better.
It is time to take a step back, let nature bee.

“

The ho
honey bee is a
key
ey cog iin the planet’s
ecosystem. Without
them, most crops
are never pollinated,
fruits and vegetables
never mature, and we
do not survive.
vive.
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”

Follow Tony @tony_nunez
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Our oceans are being ravaged
by indestructible plastic
BY Rebecca Pirayou
Staff writer
Humans have inhabited the earth for thousands of
years and it has only taken 150 years for us to destroy it
through the industrialization of plastic.
According to a study conducted by the World Economic Forum, by 2025, for every three fish, there will be one
piece of plastic, and by 2050, there will be more plastic
than fish in the ocean.
This is due to the overproduction of plastic waste
every year.
According to learning and outreach program ECO360
Trust, “an estimated 14 billion pounds of trash, much of
it plastic, is dumped in the world’s oceans every year.”
The ocean takes up over 70 percent of the earth’s surface and about 95 percent of it remains uncharted.
With those two factors to consider, it makes
this specific issue hard to solve.
While some counties in the United States
and other countries around the world have
implemented the plastic bag ban and lessened the production of the product, the
damage has already been done.
ECO360 Trust states that essentially all
of the plastic ever produced still exists in the
world today. There is an excessive amount of plastic
and most of it is floating in the ocean and very difficult to
track down and retrieve.
In the next few decades by 2050, not only could plastic
outnumber the fish population, but other animal populations could be impacted as well.
According to The Washington Post, plastic buildup
in the oceans either distributes itself around the ocean
never breaking down, or washes up on small islands and
remote beaches.

Either of these scenarios are detrimental to multiple species.
According to The Washington Post study, a great population of sea turtles and marine birds have consumed
some sort of plastic product.
Animals have also been known to get stuck or suffocate
because of plastic products that are carelessly disposed.
According to the Earth Institute at Columbia University,
it takes plastic bags 20 years to decompose in the ocean.
Considering the natural breakdown of plastic is
extremely difficult, these animals will suffer either way
whether they have consumed such a toxic product or are
trapped in something they can barely break through.
The future of the oceans are bleak and it seems that
not much can be done to salvage them since the damage is so great.
However, the Natural Resources Defense Council said
something can be done and that we should prevent plastic from reaching the oceans in the first place.
Even though there is already a great presence
of plastic in the ocean, a temporary solution
could contain the problem altogether.
Individuals can also do their part by
reducing any unnecessary plastic products
such as water bottles, disposable bags and
plastic cups. Not only would they be saving
the ocean, but they’d be saving money purchasing reusable products instead.
Another solution that can help eliminate some of the
already present plastic products on the beaches and in the
oceans is participating and hosting beach cleanups.
The Earth has always been at the mercy of human
disposal and it is our duty to preserve it for generations to come.
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Fracking, the process of extracting natural gas deep in
the earth, is causing a serious disturbance in the environments health.
This process uses 2 to 4 million gallons of pressurized
water, chemicals and sand to extract natural gas from
shale rock. It can reach natural gas deposits deep within
glaciers as well as far underground.
It is a popular method of collecting energy, accounting for 54 percent of yearly gas production, according to
“How Much U.S. Oil and Gas Comes From Fracking?”
by the Wall Street Journal.
Hydraulic fracking has been practiced since the ‘40s,
but has only recently garnered negative attention in the
‘90s, when George P. Mitchell combined traditional
vertical fracking, with horizontal drilling.
This allowed prime natural gas real estate underneath
the backyards of suburbia, next to schools and in the
fragile tundra.
A Stanford-led study on the potential economic benefits of fracking stated, “The real threats are failures in the
steel and cement casings of wells nearer to the surface
and the disposal of wastewater...casings fail between 1
percent and 10 percent of the time.”
This wastewater is filled with harsh chemicals that can
contaminate water sources nearby.
A study from Indybay stated California Governor Jerry
Brown overwhelmingly supported expanding fracking
operations, “Rejecting calls to ban fracking from a coalition
of over 200 environmental and public interests groups.”
California is underestimating the negative environmental repercussions of fracking. However, other states
have taken charge to ban fracking altogether.
New York saw a statewide ban of fracking in 2015, as the
result of a huge grassroots movement of people opposed to
the practice because of its many drawbacks.
The state concluded that the effects of air pollution and
health of people near fracking
operations raise too many red
flags for a compromise to not
be reached.
Mark Ruffalo, an advisory
board member of Americans Against Fracking, and
esteemed actor, said this after
the ban “ I look forward to
working on advancing renewable
energy and efficiency, showing the world that a cleaner,
healthier, renewable energy future is possible. Today I’m
proud and thankful to be a New Yorker.”
Fracking has also been linked to causing earthquakes.
According to the U.S. Geological Survey, there have been
40 earthquakes of 2.0 magnitude or higher this year alone
in the Dallas area, a popular area for extracting natural gas.
They will shake your entire house,” said Jim Wells,
a resident of Irving, Texas nested in between Fort
Worth and Dallas.
Earthquakes of this size can cause structural damage,
cracks in walls and pipe damage.
Scientists say because these earthquakes are happening
at such an alarming rate, they are likely human induced.
A report on the fracking operations taking place in the
Fort Worth area conducted by a research team at Southern Methodist University concluded that the frequent
earthquakes were at depths of 3 to 4 miles.
Susan Hough, a seismologist at the U.S. Geological Survey said the disposal of “flowback water” may be the cause.
After the drilling is complete, the wastewater used
in the process is deposited miles underground and left
there in the earth.
Injecting these chemicals can agitate faults already on
the slipping point, and may explain the small disasters
happening in Texas and other places fracking occurs.
This is an issue that will continue to arise in the news
as long as water continues to become contaminated and
the earth is still shaking.
Natural gas is a huge provider of our nation’s energy. If
the natural gas industry wants to continue being a mass
producer, they need a safer reformation.
Follow Casey on Twitter @casey_geier
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Spartan breaks record San Jose State blows
but team finishes sixth lead against Santa Clara

Placements
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Nevada - 664
Boise State - 651
San Diego State - 511
Wyoming
UNLV - 373

6. San Jose State - 258
7. New Mexico
8. Colorado State - 223
9. Air Force - 207
10. Fresno State - 182
Infographic by Yale Wyatt
Scoring 258 points, the San Jose State women’s swimming and diving teams had a mediocre finish compared the 10 teams competing for the Mountain West Championships
at College Station, Texas. Senior Riley Spitser set a new San Jose State record in the
1650-yard freestyle with a time of 16:22.79, beating her previous record of 16:32.52.
Follow Yale on Twitter
@yyaleyy
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Rebecca Pirayou | Spartan Daily
Outﬁelder Hunter Tidwell and the rest of the Spartans hitters ﬁnished the
game a combined eight for thirty-two at the plate and struggled to solve the
Broncos pitchers throughout the game last night at Municipal Stadium.

By Rebecca Pirayou
Staff writer
The San Jose State Spartan baseball
team fell to the Santa Clara Broncos late
in Tuesday’s game at Municipal Stadium,
ending with a 7-4 score.
The Broncos started scoring in the second inning with a home run by Jake Brodt.
It wasn’t until the third inning that
the Spartans got their fi rst run and then
they briefly took the lead in the fi ft h inning, scoring three runs and making the
score 2-4.
Freshman outfielder Hunter Tidwell
came in to score, followed by junior outfielder Brett Bautista and sophomore
outfielder Josh Nashed after base hits by
freshman catcher Cal Koga and senior infielder Ozzy Braff.
Individually, the Spartans played well.
During his five at bats, Bautista made two
hits and scored one run. Braff had two
hits and four fielding assists. His two for
three performance raises his batting average to .353.
Tidwell knocked in the first RBI of his
college career during the game.
“The pressure is off now,” Tidwell said.
With the weight lifted off his shoulder,
he said he could go back to focusing on
the game.
Tidwell wasn’t the only newcomer that
found some success in yesterday’s game.
Freshman infielder Aaron Pleschner went
two for four.
“That’s the future and those guys are
gonna play down the road and we’ve gotta
make them better,” head coach Dave Nakama said of Tidwell and Pleschner.
It wasn’t until the Spartan’s relief pitchers came into the game that the tide
turned in the Bronco’s favor. In one inning, junior relief pitcher Jake Swiech
gave up two runs. Later on, sophomore

relief pitcher Josh Goldberg gave up two
runs in two innings.
Back-to-back home runs by the Broncos
in the top of the ninth inning sealed the
Spartans’ fate.
“We made little mistakes that we
shouldn’t make and that cost us the
game,” Coach Nakama said. “When you
play a good team, you can’t walk people
with two outs and you gotta execute a
bunt and you’ve gotta get outs when they
give them to you. We didn’t do that today
and it came back to haunt us.”
Overall, the team did well and recognized that the Broncos are a tough team
to take on, especially considering their
power. Freshman shortstop John Cresto,
sophomore first baseman Jake Brodt and
sophomore catcher Braden Frankfort
each hit home runs.
“It was a tough loss,” Bautista said. “I
thought we came out and played the first
few innings great, got some runs on the
board. It was just a tough feeling, especially
losing to those guys being the rivals.”
Throughout the highs and lows of the
game, the Spartans were always supportive of one another, shouting words of encouragement from the dugout.
“We could play anybody,” Tidwell
said. “Nobody butts heads or anything
like that. We just help each other and
everyone has each other’s backs so we’ll
be okay.”
The Spartans will face Loyola Marymount University in a three-game series
this weekend at Municipal Stadium.

Follow Rebecca on Twitter
@chewbecca17
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Conference standings
AIR FORCE

3-0

FRESNO STATE

3-0

NEW MEXICO

3-1

NEVADA

3-2

SAN JOSE STATE

2-3

UNLV

1-2

SAN DIEGO STATE

1-3
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